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Celebrating the Ninth Anniversary of the Adoption of the Rome Statute
July 17, 2007
On July 17th of this year, the International Criminal Court (hereinafter, “the Court”) will celebrate its ninth
anniversary of the adoption of the Rome Statute that established the Court. Within one century mankind has
experienced twice the scourges of global war. Abolition of war is therefore just another historical goal that we
must face on, just like how we eliminated slavery. Along with the Kellog-Briand Pact of 1928, the Nuremberg
Tribunal and the Tokyo Tribunal of 1945 that criminalized the perpetrators of crimes against peace, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes were both significant steps toward this end. The ultimate step, of course, was
taken in 1998 at the Rome Conference. The Rome Statute adopted in this Conference ensured that no individual
perpetrator of genocide

、crimes against humanity or war crimes will enjoy the culture of impunity anymore.

Until today, the day the Rome Statute was adopted had been remembered as International Justice Day, or the
World Day of International Justice. This day will have an added meaning this year, because Japan is joining the
family of Court’s supporters as the 105th state party to the treaty.
While being the third largest military spender in the world, Japan has renounced war and declared non-retention
of war potential in its Constitution. Through its powerful economy and graceful culture of benevolence, our
nation has contributed to the world in various ways. From this day on, as a formal member of the Court, Japan
shall further its efforts en masse to pursue the establishment of international peace based on fairness and justice.
The level of Japan’s commitment is apparent both financially and in its HR contribution; in its decision to
provide total sum of USD 6 million as its first year contribution as well as its recent appointment of a nominee
for the by-election of the Court’s judge openings in the upcoming Assembly of States Parties conference in
December.
We sincerely hope that Japan will stand in the forefront of this great endeavor to transform the “culture of
impunity” into a “culture of responsibility” for all gravest international crimes committed, and to lead and
persuade the more reluctant Asian countries to promote the universal ratification of the Rome Statute.
As the one and only country that have suffered the devastation of a full-fledged nuclear attack, Japan has a long
record of being a consistent pursuer of total abolition of nuclear arms. We believe it is time that our country
revamp our efforts to play an even more active role in the promotion of peace and human rights in the world.
MITSUNORI UEKI, Co-representative
President, World Federalist Movement of Japan
OSAMU NIIKURA, Co-representative
President, Japanese Lawyers International Solidarity Association (JALISA)
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E-mail: tkatsumi2007@gmail.com
Mobile: justice1st_tk.701@docomo.ne.jp
Telephone: +81-908-040-6389

About the JNICC
The Japanese Network for the International Criminal Court (JNICC) is a Tokyo-based network of individuals
advocating for a permanent and effective international criminal court. Founded on October 1997, with its
secretariat run by the World Federalist Movement of Japan (WFMJ), individuals ranging from lawyers to
members of human rights organizations and students gathered to form a loose network of individuals
advocating for the establishment of the ICC and early accession of Japan to the ICC. Although JNICC is not a
registered non-governmental organization or a fully organized civil organization for that matter, JNICC has
gained ECOSOC II status for having WMFJ as its secretariat and with this eligibility, it has participated in the
Rome Conference, the significant part of most Preparatory Commissions and also the Assembly of State Parties
and other regional conferences taking place in Asia.
The main function of the JNICC is to act as a medium for raising public and political awareness and increasing
political activities that would lead to early accession. JNICC holds public seminars and study sessions with
participation of Diet members (with particular focus on the lower house because they have the power to
authorize ratification of international treaties), and plays a contact role with relevant government agencies and
Diet members.
The JNICC is represented by Mr. Mitsunori Ueki, President of the World Federalist Movement of Japan
(WFMJ) and Mr. Osamu Niikura, Professor at the Tokyo’s Graduate School of Law of Aoyama Gakuin
University and President of Japanese Lawyers International Solidarity Association (JALISA).
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