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  ICC OPENS FIRST HEARING IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
World Court to Consider Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes Charges against 
Former DRC Vice-President Jean Pierre Bemba Gombo; Key Victims Advocate Dead 
 
WHAT: On 12 January 2009, the International Criminal Court (ICC) will commence 
a week-long confirmation of charges hearing in the case of The Prosecutor v. Jean-
Pierre Bemba Gombo. During the hearing, the three judges of Pre-Trial Chamber III 
will determine whether the charges against Bemba should be confirmed. 
 
In a related development, on approximately 27 December 2008, Nganatouwa 
Goungaye Wanfiyo, president of the Central African League for Human Rights 
(LCDH) and a legal representative of victims in the Bemba case, was killed in a car 
accident while gathering evidence. The International Federation for Human Rights 
(FIDH) has requested an independent investigation to determine the cause of 
Goungaye’s death. His organization is a member of the Federation. 
 
“We mourn the passing of Nganatouwa Goungaye Wanfiyo who worked hard to bring 
accountability to the Central African Republic where impunity has reigned for more 
than a decade,” says William R. Pace, convenor of the NGO Coalition for the ICC 
(CICC). “This judicial hearing would have filled Goungaye with great hope, and 
honors his long and difficult struggle for justice.” 
 
WHO: Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo is the first suspect and the first detainee in the 
situation of the Central African Republic (CAR). On 23 May 2008, the ICC issued an 
arrest warrant for Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, which was made public on 24 May 
2008. It contains three counts of crimes against humanity (rape; torture; and murder) 
and five counts of war crimes (rape; torture; outrages upon personal dignity, in 
particular humiliating and degrading treatment; and pillaging of a town or place) 
On 24 May 2008, Bemba was arrested by Belgian authorities and transferred to The 
Hague on 3 July 2008. Bemba was the alleged President and Commander in chief of 
the “Mouvement de Libération du Congo” (MLC). He is the former Vice-President of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and a Senator in the DRC Parliament. 
 
HOW: The ICC Prosecutor will be required to support his charges with sufficient 
evidence. Bemba will be given the chance to object to the charges and challenge 
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evidence through his team of lawyers which includes Principal Counsel Nkwebe 
Liriss and Karim A.A.Khan as well as Associate Counsel Aimé Kilolo Musamba. 
Marie-Edith Douzima Lawson and the Office of Public Counsel for Victims (OPCV) 
will represent 54 victims and present their perspective and concerns. If the three 
judges confirm the charges, the ICC will be able to move the case forward to trial. 
 
COMMENT AND BACKGROUND: 
An investigation in the CAR was opened by ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo on 
22 May 2007, following a referral by the CAR government on 7 January 2005.  
 
The ICC has issued twelve arrest warrants for investigations in four of the most brutal 
conflicts of our time: the Central African Republic; Darfur, Sudan; Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. To date, four suspects have been arrested. In a very 
short time, the ICC has made monumental advances toward ensuring that perpetrators 
of the gravest crimes are held accountable. 
 
Experts from CAR human rights organizations and international NGOs are listed on 
the following pages for comment and background on this hearing.  
 
Also, a factsheet on the confirmation of charges hearing for Bemba is posted on the 
CICC website at: http://www.iccnow.org/?mod=fsdoc    
 

List of NGO Experts 
 
Mr. Bruno Gbiegba, Lawyer and Board Member, CAR National Coalition for 
the ICC  
Central African Republic 
Telephone: + 236 75 50 72 27; + 236 70 02 72 27 
E-mail: gbiegbabruno@yahoo.fr 
(French) 
 
Ms. Lucile Mazangue, Lawyer and Chair, Association of Female Magistrates of 
the Congo  
Central African Republic 
Telephone: + 236 75 50 88 47 
E-mail: Lucillemaz@yahoo.fr 
(French) 
 
Mr. Dadimos Haile, Head of the Thematic and International Justice Department, 
Avocats Sans Frontières  
Brussels, Belgium  
Telephone: 0032 2 22 33 654  
E-mail: DHaile@asf.be    
(English and French)  
 
Ms. Karine Bonneau, Director of the International Justice Desk, Fédération 
Internationale des Ligues des Droits de L’Homme (FIDH - International 
Federation for Human Rights) 
Paris, France 
Mobile tel : +33 6 72 34 87 59 
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Email: kbonneau@fidh.org  
(English, French, Spanish) 
 
Ms. Mariana Pena, Permanent Delegate at the ICC, Fédération Internationale 
des Ligues des Droits de L’Homme 
The Hague, the Netherlands 
Telephone: +31 70 356 02 59 
Email: mpena@fidh.org  
(English, French, Spanish) 
 
Mr. Christopher Hall, Senior Legal Adviser, Amnesty International  
London, UK 
Telephone:  +44 207 241 1728 
E-mail: chall@amnesty.org  
(English) 
 
Mr. Richard Dicker, Director, International Justice Program, Human Rights 
Watch  
New York, USA 
Mobile tel: +1 917 747 6731 
Email: dickerr@hrw.org  
(English) 
 
Ms. Lorraine Smith, IBA Programme Manager, International Bar Association  
The Hague, the Netherlands 
Telephone: +31 (0)70 302 2859  
Mobile tel: + 30 (0)634266310  
Email: lorraine.smith@int-bar.org   
(English)  
 
Ms. Alison Smith, Legal Counsel, No Peace Without Justice 
Brussels, Belgium 
Mobile tel: +32 486 986 235 
Email: alison@sensible.it  
(English) 
 
Mr. David Donat Cattin, Director, International Law and Human Rights 
Programme, Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) 
The Hague, Netherlands 
Mobile tel: +31 6 23 31 8581 
Email: donat@pgaction.org  
(English) 
 
Ms. Anne Althaus, ICC Programme Advisor, REDRESS 
London, England 
Telephone: +44 20 7793 1777 
Email: anne@redress.org  
(English, French) 
 
Ms. Brigid Inder, Executive Director, Women's Initiatives for Gender Justice 
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The Hague, Netherlands 
Telephone: +31 7 03 02 99 11 
E-mail: brigid@iccwomen.org  
(English) 
 
 
Important notice: The Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC), an 
independent NGO movement, is dedicated to the establishment of the International 
Criminal Court as a fair, effective, and independent international organization. The 
Coalition as a whole, and its secretariat, does not endorse or promote specific 
investigations or prosecutions or take a position on situations before the ICC. 
However, individual CICC members may endorse referrals, provide legal and other 
support on investigations, or develop partnerships with local and other organizations 
in the course of their efforts 
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